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Known for stocking nearly everything, Truttmann Hardware in Green Bay went out of business 
after 101 years. Today the final items of 100,000-piece inventory go on the block, 

Locks, stock and washers 


Press-Gazette photo by Ken Behrend 

Closing shop: Royal Truttmann, owner of Truttmann store, known for carrying anything and everything, has 
Hardware, stands Friday among boxes filled with hard- been a Green Bay fixture for more than 100 years. It offi- 
ware to get ready for a close-out auction today. The daily closed about a month ago. 

Store had nearly everything — including service 


By Tom Cioni 

Press-Gazette 

Tom Tatar’s face signaled he did¬ 
n’t know quite where he was, 
although he’d come to Truttmann 
Hardware for almost three decades. 

His eyes darted around trying to 
make sense of the cleared-out and 
cleaned-up main sales floor. 

Remaining merchandise — 
which once crammed the aisles 
— was neatly piled in shallow 
boxes stacked along the store’s 
walls. 

Tatar, a retired Green Bay fire¬ 


fighter, was searching on Friday 
for an obscure toilet part, some¬ 
thing Truttmann used to carry. 

Tatar knew the store at 1244 
Main St. had closed about a month 
ago, but seeing the lights on inside, 
he stopped in for one last visit. 

Owner Royal Truttmann was at 
the store meeting with a reporter. 
Today is the last step in the closing 
of the 101-year-old hardware store. 
Everything that’s left will be sold 
in an auction. 

“I’ve come here for years. 
Whenever I needed something 
hard to find, I’d come here. If you 


didn’t have it right here, you’d have 
it up there or down there,” Tatar 
said, pointing to the store’s upper 
and lower sales areas. 

Truttmann smiled. He knew 
what it was like to search through 
the four-level building to find one 
of the store’s 100,000-some items. 

He’d been there since he was 9 
years old when he would snap 
together stove pipes on Saturdays. 

The two men hadn’t exchanged 
names before, but talked like old 
friends. Truttmann knew Tatar’s 
face from 29 years of his patron¬ 
age. 


“I was going to come here last 
night. I needed a metal strip for a 
snow shovel and I knew 
Truttmann’s would have it,” Tatar 
said. 

“That was one of those things I 
had to have. It’s called a wear 
strip,” Truttmann said. 

Truttmann was known for stock¬ 
ing nearly everything. He bought 
the business in 1970 from his dad. 
Truttmann’s dad bought the store 
in the 1930s from the family that 
founded it in 1896. 
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“We couldn’t just have one of an 
item. If there were five types of 
them, we’d have all five. It would 
bother me when people asked for 
something and we didn’t have it," 
he said. 

Jim and Tom Thompson of 
Thompson’s Sheet Metal and 
Heating were always satisfied with 
Truttmann’s resourcefulness. The 
Thompsons, and their father before 
them, shopped at Truttmann since 
1949. 

4 H«’d always find a way’ 

“If you needed something fixed 
up, he’d always find a way. 
Sometimes he even had the old 
parts. He had so much crap in 
there," Jim Thompson said. 

Aside from carrying all the parts 
and tools a homeowner would need, 
the shop carried a strange assort¬ 
ment of agricultural items, giant 
booyah kettles and 20-foot-long 
bamboo poles used for fishing at 
Bay Beach Park. 

Truttmann also personalized his 
inventory based on his hobbies. 

“When I got interested in maple 
sugaring, I was the only guy in 
town that sold maple sugaring 
stuff,” Truttmann said. 

He decided to semi-retire to work 
only with his greatest interest — 
fireplace supplies. He opened 
Truttmann Hearth Ware in 
Ledgeview last June when he 
began his nearly yearlong store¬ 
closing sale. 

His new shop's limited hours let 
him run the business at his own 
pace. 

Truttmann said he’s received sev¬ 
eral offers for his building and will 
sell it after the auction. 

Truttmann, 59, said his main rea¬ 
son for closing the hardware store 
is that it just was time. He loves his 
new shop and has no regrets. 

“The public today expects to go 
(hardware) shopping seven days 
and six nights and I just can’t do 


Auction starts 
today at 9 a.m. 


that,” he said. 

4 A 15-cent deal’ 

Truttmann would have sold the 
business to one of his four children, 
but said they don’t want to work 
the 60 to 70 hours weekly to run it 
properly. 

“I don’t blame them,” he said. “To 
run a business like this, you have to 
provide the service. 

“I can’t tell you how many faucet 
washers were installed at my front 
counter. And it was a 15-cent deal,” 
Truttmann said. 

That service, Tatar agreed, was 
the store’s best quality. 

“You could buy something that 
was 8 cents or $10 and you got the 
same service,” Tatar said. “You 
don’t find that anymore.” 

Truttman agreed. 

Tatar remembered he still had to 
find his plumbing part, so he shook 
hands with Truttmann and headed 
off to another hardware store. 

“I’m sure the hardware store’s 
going to be missed more than I’m 
going to miss it,” Truttmann said. 


Auction starts 
today at 9 a.m. 

The auction of all remaining 
fixtures and inventory of 
Truttmann’s Hardware begins 
at 9 a.m., after an hour pre¬ 
view. 

The auction is expected to 
take about six or seven hours. 

“Some of the remaining 
inventory I held back from the 
(store closing) sale because 
there are some items you 
couldn’t put a price on. They’re 
really going to be in the eyes of 
the beholder," owner Royal 
Truttmann said. 

Some of the things he was 
talking about include working 
antique bench tools, anvils and 
shears. Also remaining are 
many cans of old Chief-brand 
paint, furnace filters, glass cab¬ 
inets and pans. 







